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" THE JOY OF
RETURNING
HOME



INTRODUCTION

Having been invited by the
Lord to embrace
repentance and the ticking
clock of grace last Sunday,
we are today invited to
reflect on the joys of

returning to the merciful
father.




INTRODUCTION

we also celebrate today the

‘Laetare’ Sunday in which we

already joyfully celebrate the

assurances of God’s pardon

and reconciliation which the

prodigal child story already
portrays.




INTRODUCTION

The joy of today’s laetare Sunday
is therefore the joy of repentance,
the joy of Divine reconciliation,
the joy of salvation, the joy of
eventual inheritance of our
promised home, the joy of the
Lord’s goodness and the joy of
motherhood (as in today’s
mothering Sunday).



1ST READTNG
JOSH. 5: 9a, 102

In this reading, God confirms
his deliverance of his people “Ii
have taken the shame of Egypt

away. from yougthe shame of

sin and darkness are behind
them.” The years of wandering
in the:desert are over, they

have come home to the
promised land. It’s a new life.
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2nd Reading: 2 Corr. 5:17-21

This new life proposed in the
first reading is only made
possible because God himself
chose to reconcile us through
Christ by not holding our faults
against us.




2ND READING
2nd Reading: 2 Corr. 5:17-21

This is Joy coming. Bro. Paul
says that the death of Christ is
making us nhew ambassadors
if we key into the opportunity
of Easter call. The task of the
church is to bring the benefits
won by Christ to all people.
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Luke 15:1-3,11-32

In the gospel, Jesus gives a

parable | describe as ‘the story

of prodigals’. It talks about the
“home-coming of the prodigal son:
/. and how his wandering years in '
‘, . the desert of sin came to an end
" | by the mercy and love of the
., prodigal father. Surprised? Yes!
8 Prodigal father.
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Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Jesus told this parable in
response to the criticism of the
Pharisees that he was too
lenient towards sinners. Luke
portrays the Pharisees as
righteous Chrlstlans, for whom

and scandalous.

' God’s mercy to sinners is unfair =
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READINGS

We are therefore going to reflect
on the lessons we could take
home from the prodigals of
today’s readmgeThe 4«- rodlgal

personalities: th that hayve

lessons for us t

elder son ” mothers.
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1. THE YOUNG/PRODIGAL SON
TEACHES US THAT

1. Sin Iis an abuse of the Father’s
freedom

2. Sin is a journey away from the
Father’s house into slavery

»3. Sin is using God’s glfts*;i-' utside

the presence of f't';d ‘without care
for His laws and commandments

4. Sinis a terrlble**l‘bss and a death
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TEACHES US THAT

REPENTANCE: is a journey towards the
father’s house which must involve 10
R’s
1. Reallsatlon 2: Recogmtloq of what I

Reconcmatgon/c . fession/Re
of sin 8. Restoration/R e-emstatement 9.
Redemption 10. R___

ejoicing Laetare
Sunday/ __even by | ,,} s in hfeaven
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anifests His loving
orgiveness such that:

. He allows us in freedom and love
- to make choices.

. He waits eagerly for us to return.

. He complements our little. ume
forts with His Divine gra ¢

&
npleting the jo
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PRODIGAL FATHER
HES 1

. TH
TE
anifes 1oV
orgiveness such that:

. He looks upon us in pity, completely
.~ forgives and forgets our offences,

. restoring us to our princely state when

we come home, however bad and

lisfigured we have become. p——

F He extends his loving invitati
| ne home to aII both hose

a ‘.J'




3. THE PRODIGALITY OF THE
INSENSITIVE ELDER SON IS EXPRESSED
IN'HIS|(AND. OUR):

1. Tendency to self-righteousness.

»2. Tendency to regard their
constant and loving stay with the
Father as servitude “...all these
years | have slaved for you...”

*3. Tendency to (spiritual)pride and
stubbornness.



THE PRODIGALITY IN
MOTHERHOOD

Today, being the Mothering Sunday,
we are not just to celebrating
motherhood, but honoring the

extraordinary women who have
nurtured us, guided us, and loved us
unconditionally especially our
biological mothers.



THE PRODIGALITY IN MOTHERHOOD

To all our mothers in the parish. We your children
celebrate your enduring legacy of love and sacrifice,
and acknowledge the profound impact you have had

on our journeys.

* Your lives are testaments to the power of a
mother's heart.

 Your motherly lives have profound impacts on all of
us.

 Like loving God, your wish and joy is to see us
return as soon as we stray

 You are the most amazing mothers we could ever
ask for.

* Your strength, kindness, and unwavering love
inspire us every day



TO ALL-OUR
MOTHERS
B | "

- - ¥
(- -.*




THE JUBILEEWPRAYER

Father in heaven, may the faisth you
have given us Iin your son, Jesus
Christ, our brother,.and the flame
of charity enkindled in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us
the blessed hope for the coming of
your Kingdom. May your grace
transform us into tireless
cultivators of the seeds of the
Gospel.



THE JUBILEE PRRAYER

May those seeds transform from within both
humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure
expectation of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally. May the grace
of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of
Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and
peace of our Redeemer through out the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory
a nd praise for ever.

Amen.



OUR WEBSITE

www.immaculateconception
catholicchurch.com.ng



PRAYER FOR THE SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL
GROWTH OF OUR PARISH

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of creation.
From age to age you raise people for yourself. We thank
you for the growth and achievements that we have attamed
so far as a family of Immaculate Conception Cathc
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societies. In their decisions and chmcemhem the
—~wisdom to always vays understand your divine plan forus as a
people. May they always be guided by the Holy Spirit as

you build us up for your glory.




PRAYER FOR THE SPIRITUAL AND
PHYSICAL GROWTH OF OUR PARISH

Lord Jesus, we commit our present and future projects to
you. We beg you, to provide the resources we need to build
a befitting place of worship for you. Please bless us and
give us a generous heart moved by faith and trust.

Dearest Mary immaculate, please intercede for us before
your son Jesus Christ, that our journey as a Christian people
might win us eternity. Amen

Mary immaculate, mediatrix of all graces

pray for us



ASSIGNMENTS

BIBLE STUDY FOR LENT
‘Week 1 Study Mark 14:1-25.
‘Week 2 Study Mark 14:26-50.
‘Week 3 Study Mark 14:51-72.
‘Week 4 Study Mark 15:1-21.
‘Week 5 Study Mark 15:22-47.
‘Week 6 Study Mark 16:1-20.



https://ref.ly/Mark%2014.1%E2%80%9325;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2014.26%E2%80%9350;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2014.51%E2%80%9372;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2015.1%E2%80%9321;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2015.22%E2%80%9347;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mark%2016.1%E2%80%9320;esv?t=biblia

